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SAMATHA MARCIAL (SHE/HER)
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
I am currently finishing my sophomore year in college. My art forms
are dance,visual art and writing. Here in SD I am part of two
organizations, Arts Amplifying You and CampAART. One of the great
things about these two organizations is that I’ve been able to advocate
through the arts about things that are important to me. I am excited to
navigate what this year's summit is going to look like.

MARIO PAULDON (HE/HIM)
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
I currently attend a performing arts school studying as a Vocal Major. I
have participated in many choirs and vocal festivals. I am apart of a
community-based poetry team where the youth gets together to
express their love for poetry. I am apart of a phot safe program where
we go around the city and capture the beauty in neighborhoods. What
excites me about being a team member is having the chance to aid
others in expressing their artistic abilities, and sharing my passion for
art, while inspiring the youth.

TAYLOR WANG (SHE/HER)
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
I am an artist and advocate in Seattle, Washington. When I was 15, I cofounded the nonprofit Student Art Spaces to bridge the gap for
underserved artists in my city. As executive director, I have expanded
the all-youth SAS team to 10 nationwide chapters exhibiting 100+ teen
artists. I am also a graphic designer for Space to Speak Org, an
organization helping sexual assault survivors, and an artist for Lithium
Magazine. With my oil paintings and digital designs, I have had the
honor of being a YoungArts and Scholastic national winner.

SOPHIE BUECHLER (SHE/HER)
AUSTIN, TEXAS
My name is Sophie and I am a Sophmore in Austin, Texas. I am so
excited to be part of the NYAS planning team because I really believe
art can create change in my community. I am very passionate about
theatre and I also love playwriting. Another way I create change with
art is with a group that prevents trafficking by raising awareness
through the arts. I love that NYAS provides a platform for youth to use
their voice and I am looking forward to see what we can create!

lLANGSTON SPAN (HE/HIM)
CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS
I am with an organization called Jack and Jill, which is an African
American leadership organization. It has recreational and
accommodating occasions, such as the Big Give, where we package and
give food to families in need of it. I am excited to work with this team
because there will be many chances to share and combine ideas
together and discuss strategies in terms of marketing, organization, time
management, and planning.

ANOUK YEH (SHE/HER)
SARATOGA, CALIFORNIA
Anouk Yeh is a sixteen year old slam poet from the Bay Area,
California. She has spoken at events such as Oakland City’s 2019
Women’s March and has performed following speakers such as
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo and Ela Gandhi. She was the 2018
Slam Champion of Cupertino City’s Annual Youth Poetry Slam and
enjoys dissecting political issues in her poetry. Anouk attended the
2019 NYAS Summit as a performer and had an amazing time, so she
is super excited to join this years’ planning team to work on creating a
just as impactful 2020 NYAS Summit!

TAKYAKIA "DIAMOND" DAVIS (SHE/HER)
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
Diamond is a young adult, opportunist, and artist from Detroit, MI. She
helped to found and execute Living Arts’ Open Arts Fest, now in its third
year, and also has been teaching dance at University Preparatory
Academy and with Alnur Dance Company. She is always interested in
meeting new people, networking, mentoring, and finding new opportunities
and she even attended the National Guild for Community Arts Education’s
national conference and the National Young Artists Summit in Austin, TX
this year. In her free time, she loves singing, photography, and makeup
and she is striving to become a successful businesswoman and event
planner.

ANDRINE PIERRESAINT (SHE/HER)
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Andrine Bell is a nonprofit organizer in the Greater Boston Area of MA.
She is a spoken word artist and has competed at state & worldwide
slam competitions, such as Louder Than A Bomb & Brave New
Voices. She currently works as the community outreach coordinator for
Books of Hope, a youth writer's fellowship and publishing program.
She's excited to help facilitate deep discussions about art as a vehicle
for change, at this year's NYAS.

ABBEY SELLGREN (SHE/HER)
BECKER COUNTY, MINNESOTA
I do a lot of volunteer work, sometimes it's for fundraisers,sometimes
because it's fun, and sometimes because I have to. I'm 4-H and FFA I do
projects such as photography, woodworking, and sewing. I learned
leadership skills and team work. I love arts and helping people along with
being apart of teams and groups. I love working with other people to do
cool things and I've learned that it's not always about the end product, it's
about the journey.

IZEKIEL DIAZ (HE/HIM)
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
I'm a visual artist attending ChiArts. I have not worked on anything
big or official for the city which is why I am very excited to be a part of
this fantastic small group in hopes to make some fun occasions
and make my peers and other people smile! But I have worked on
more local things with a team like the mural on my old schools outside
wall, as well as help set up and run many events at Marwen since
2016.

KENJI BELL (SHE/HER)
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
Hi I'm Kenji Bell and I live in San Diego, Ca! I work with my Teen Art
Group where we are currently studying making art with recyclable
materials. I'm so excited to work with the NYAS team and meet other
talented and bright minded artists! Things about me include, I love K-pop,
I'm a huge anime nerd and I am a slasher film fanatic!

